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river; and, haying obtained some emeralds from the Indian
villages, learned from whence they were brought, and deter-
mined to go on, nor rest till they found the mines that pro-
duced these jewels. At the end of some days they met
with Bagotta, a very rich prince, according to the opinion of
the lower class of the Spaniards. The Doctor, partly through
good will, and partly by rapine, collected a good quantity
of gold, and then inquired whence they procured the
emeralds. Bagotta thereby perceiving the immeasurable
avarice of the Christians, thinking to get 'them out of the
country and never see them again, told him that they were
obtained from the valley of Tunia, and on this information
the Doctor started. They advanced among some mountains
inhabited by Indians, entered the valley of Tessuca, and Si-
mandoca, the chief of that province, seeing that the Span-
iards entered his dominion without doing any harm (for the
Doctor had commanded his people, in order to gain the
good opinion of those tribes, that nobody should dare to
take anything without the permission of the natives), made
no resistance; on the contrary, he received them with
caresses. The Doctor inquired of him about the emerald
mines, and Simandoca very kindly led him to where those
jewels were found; for it was twenty-five miles beyond his
territory, in a spot devoid of grass or trees. He then made
his vassals dig out a good quantity, and, together with other
jewels and gold, presented them to the Doctor, as things
which he did not much esteem, for a basin of salt was to
him more precious than his mountains of emeralds and gold.
Thus the Doctor, with this beautiful and very valuable pre-
sent, returned to Sta. Martha.
The fame of the newly discovered country, so abounding
in gold and emeralds, soon spread; everybody desired to
go there, and Don Pietro di Lugo wishing it even more
than anybody else, prepared arms, horses, river-craft, and
other requisites: having but few soldiers, he sent for more